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Review - Series: The Church as We Are Meant to Be
• Prayer for 2010 - from Ephesians 3
• The Church is Born - Acts 2
• The Church as a Body - I Corinthians 12
• Blindsided by Hope - Hebrews 10
• Upon this Rock - Matthew 16

Background - Church at Ephesus

KEY POINTS:
I. Embrace our worthy Calling - vs. 1

A. Our position - in Christ
B. The highest calling of all
C. Called to authenticity 

II. Make the Effort to Ensure Unity - vs. 2-6 
A. Requires effort
B. The Bond of Peace
C. The same Lord - one Faith, one Baptism

III. Cultivate an Appreciation for Godʼs Gifts - vs. 7-11
A. What is grace?  Grace vs. Law
B. He ascended on high 
C. Sidebar:  Mind-boggling implications
D. Leadership Gifts

1. Apostles
2. Prophets
3. Evangelists
4. Pastors/Teachers

IV. Understand Godʼs Purpose in Gifting the Church - vs. 12-13
A. Prepare us for works of service
B. Build up the body of Christ - extend the Kingdom
C. Achieving the Unity of faith
D. Knowlege of the Son of God
E. Mature: the whole measure of the fulness of Christ

LIFE APPLICATION
• We have been called.
• It is up to us to preserve the unity of the enterprise.
• You are a gift.  You have been given the gift of grace.
• We are good to go.

Ephesians 4:1-13

Good to Go - Discussion Guide
The Church as We Are Meant to Be

Denair Friends Church - Sunday March 14, 2010

Paul affirms that the church has everything she needs to do what God called 
her to do.  We are to be intentional.  We respond to Godʼs provision.  We do not 
dwell on the past - whether the past is characterized by success or 
disappointment.  

Paul begins by reminding us of our call.  Our behavior should reflect our 
identity.

READ Ephesians 4:1-13

1. We expect that certain professionals (for example, law enforcement officers, 
physicians, professors, Olympians, etc.) to exhibit behavior that is consistent 
with their role.  Paul reminds us of our position in Christ.  How does that 
impact our behavior?

2. Why does Paul underscore our need to be intentional about unity?  What 
does he mean by the phrase “bond of peace”?

3. What is the real basis for our unity?  (verses 4,5)

4. Talk about the ways in which God gifts the church to perform itʼs role in the 
world.  How is this a gift of his grace?

5. Jesus “ascended” and “descended.”  How was this a “mind-boggling” reality 
for Paul?  Is it for you?

6. In this passage, Paul identifies four (or five) leadership gifts to the church.  
Identify and define each (apostle, prophet, evangelist, pastor and teacher).  
Can you name individuals from your experience who clearly performed these 
roles?

7. What is Godʼs purpose in working through these leaders?  (verse 12)

8. What is involved in “building up” the body of Christ?

9. How is it that we all need to progress in our “knowledge of the Son of God”?

10.If the goal is “maturity,” what does it look like to get there?

11.Discuss the LIFE APPLICATION points.  Which one is most important for 
you to take seriously? 


